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“ . Enformation chief of the department,
‘nd wakened Secretary Hughes, who |
as at home in Silver Spring, a '~
ashington suburb., In these times’
hen every high Federal officlal has .
car and chauffeur at hig’ instant

isposal, it scems incredible that Mr. f
ughes had neither. But Mr, Hawkes': :.

o / No ‘Undue HasLe

”
1
\

In Swearmg In a Pres1dent

. . N
CPYRGHT By ARTITUR EROCK i wned a Speedy sports car, and ha®
d Mr, Dulles mado record time in

B -
e WASHINGTON, Ja.n 7—Not untl dency Tave ﬂnaﬂy moved Congress '
5 tho abridged and tinabridged texts of® to submit fo tho' states a constitu=i| fo 8 UP the Secretary at Silver.!

i : BN TR o provided with the text of the Presls,
’ :‘0( west pgsigzlopn:ﬁanu.‘;?utheﬂlx): @ _ Powers in the First World War. The | dential oath, . , ro
“’“t‘" o ential offics -* . uption of high officialy that had | : - ; 4
' Jras vacant. T bty stained the. Harding ||A Special Train. . .

-
1
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jgravamen of the.charge proves to be

| 1)

1A Dxffercnt Ago

of the Kennedy family. But it the

‘““undue haste” . in carrying out the
cbustitutional mandate for Presidens..
iial succession, it should have no more -

emotions of a family in. the ghastly,,
clrcumstances, :

perils of these exigent times sustain a
>, Jonhnson's: decislon to reduce to'’

‘e

"The outstanding precedent Was es- *

Jtablished by Charles Evans Hug‘hes‘

in his capacity as Secretary of Stato:

{when Warren G. Harding died in¢
loffice on Aug. 2, 1923, It merits this,

rating  because, unlike the’ equauy

{prompt measures taken in 19845 to™
‘Jswear in Vice President BHarry 8. --
|Truman “on " the ‘sudden death of./
{¥ranklin D. Roosevelt, Mr. Truman .

was. in -‘Washington . and instantly .
availablé, In ‘1023 'Vice FPresident

b Coolidge was inaccessible for hours®

‘at his father's house in Vermont.
" The new perils of the. exigency‘

" 4which - confronted, Mr. . Johnson af

"+ 1| Dallag require no further explanation p

{than that the gituation arose in the
' Jage of atomic weaponry, when- only .~
© Jthe President of the United States*,
Jhas the power and authority to decide, '~

security requites resort to nucleer

whether or not defense of the national -

warfare.

gers implicit in even the w\ Yefeat

{“The Death of & President” have been *”
" Jpublished can it be- determined just.
Jwhat aspects of the conduet of Lyn-
Jdon B, Johnson at Dallas, on Nov. 22, .
J1963, incurred the adverse criticism .

. continuity in instances when the Pres- . |
ident 13 unable to exercise the powers |

' Secretary Hughes took immediate-
*-measures to have the Presidential |

- Vice President, Calvin Coolidge.
tclaim to public acceptance than is i ' ’ ge

Jinherent in an understanding of the '.'Irom the concept of mankind. The |

“threat of hostile governments tor the

| Both historical precedents and tha'f, seourify of the United States ‘was

‘chief 'in the State Department,
-emerged from a-late Washington din«:|-

»- hear the newsboys crying “Extral”,
" The copy he bought conveyed the in- |
formation that President Harding had |
died suddenly 'in San Francisco.’
_Thcreupon. with the alertness which

] But it 13 also pertinent to polntv -
{out that this and other modern dan~. i

tional amendment providing for thisy

and dutles of his office,

Nona of these pre-nuclear perils
existed to the current degres when

oath administered to Mr. Harding's.

The -atomic age was years away

thought to have been removed, at
:least for the remainder of- the 20th

- century, by the defeat of the Central ,

“ Adminjstration was under punitive |
« investigation by the Congress. And
the United States was moving toward |

the peak of the economic prosperity

market six years thereafter, . -
Nowsboys Orled Extral’ - “

It was in these easy circumstances
that_Allen W. Dulles, then a division

»-mer-party ‘onto. Sixteenth Street to

“has characterized Mr. Dulles’s long

» and distingulshed carecer as an intel g

hgence officer, he swzftly get in
. motion the official activities that Ted

President of the United States;

Department to find only«a clerk ‘on;

duty. In a very short time Mr, Dulles |
“had located aumley Hawkeu, then the

' Iepso in tho oonun\nty of’the g:si-

‘whose instability was not to be dems- .|
“onstrated until the crash of the stock

pring, seven miles away, and bring« 3
-ing him to the State Department.
. Vlce President Coolidge was aslcep
“his ‘father’s house at Plymouth”,
otch, ‘Vt. There was no telephona..
0, whila the Sccretary was examins ',
g the precedents, his two assistants !
nlisted the telephone company in"
inding a subscriber “at Plymouth
otch to whom a summons to Mr. |

\M{Coolidge could bo given and dellvered, '

n about an hour & sleepy Vico Prosie
dent was on the phone with the .

Dulles un~ -
earthed a copy of the World Almanag’ N
in the department was Mr. Hughes

wag a3 follows:
The Secretary, aftery informing Mr.
Coolidge of President

duced the necessary Bible, a family :

[ {heirioom, and, being o notary public. ;
Jwas nssured by the Secretary ho wasg

qualified to administer the onth, which !
Mr, Hughes: dlctated over the tele~ ;
phone.. . .

On being advised that he should

|return to Washington as quickly .as.

possible, the new President remarked ;
he supposed he could get a Pullman.
berth on the train that left Plymouth

of -
course, im'isible at the. othor ond o’

4| the telephone, . - v - '/
" Mr. “Dullés  arrived at the State 1

='The 1923 example was. only 07(10 og‘
the - precedents which - Mr. ﬁTo son’
properly and reaponalbly toL 'Mod .,g

?w Llamiv ).': L

:..

Secretary, a useful delay as it proved, !
Jbecause not until. Mr:

As Mr. Dulles recally it, the sequel o f

X Harding's .
"|death, urged him to take the oath at -
Jonce. The Vice President's father proe« i

the following evening, “I' will have '.5 -
'|a special traln there for. you later .
'this morning,” the Secretary replied. '
His grin and those of his associates
1at Mr, Coolidge's. instinctively 1rugnJ
FJand -unworldly * proposal “were,
{0 the prompt swearing-in of the new g

J Da.llu.,. S
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